QUESTIONS

Continued...

Do I need to reapply each year to
participate in the program or stay on
the waitlist?

No. Once a student is accepted into the
program, Folsom Hills will become that
child’s homeschool throughout their par-
ticipation in the Spanish Program. If you
choose to have your student leave the
program, they would return to their home
school site.

Regarding waitlists, once a student is
placed on the waitlist he or she remains
on the waitlist in the prioritized order
from year to year. There is no need to re-

apply.

Are the siblings of Spanish Program
students guaranteed placement in
the Spanish Program?

Siblings of Spanish Program students
may, of course, apply for the Program,
but unfortunately, due to the considerable
interest and popularity of this program,
we are unable to guarantee sibling place-
ment.
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PROGRAM

The Spanish Program is an instructional pro-
gram that integrates Spanish into the state -
approved grade level curriculum. It is based
upon national foreign language standards at
the elementary school and designed to support
Folsom Cordova curriculum. Depending on the
grade level, this instruction can be between 30
minutes to 90 minutes per day.

The Spanish Program prepares students to de-
velop intermediate oral fluency skills in Spanish,
to read at "basic" level, and to write several
paragraphs in the present tense. Students will
additionally be exposed to the traditions, cus-
toms, history, and arts of Spanish speaking
countries.

Instruction at each grade level targets the fol-
lowing national foreign language standards:

e Interpersonal communication

e Interpretive communication

e Cultural practices and perspectives
e Cultural products and contributions
e Connections to other disciplines

e Use of authentic sources

e Linguistic comparisons

e Cultural comparisons

OVERVIEW

Folsom Cordova Unified School District offers a
Spanish Language Program at Folsom Hills El-
ementary School, providing one Spanish Pro-
gra(T class in grades Kindergarten through 5th
grade.

Students that participate in this program re-
ceive the same grade level instruction in Eng-
lish as all other students in FCUSD. What dif-
ferentiates this program is that these students
receive 30 minutes to 90 minutes per day
(depending on grade level) of their instruction
in the Spanish language by their regular class-
room teacher. All Spanish students are taught
by fully credentialed elementary school teach-
ers who are also fluent in Spanish.

Spanish instruction occurs within the regular
classroom setting and may be integrated with
other subject areas such as language arts, so-
cial studies, and P.E. For example, students
may be introduced to a reading selection from
the language arts curriculum in English; vari-
ous follow-up activities to support that lesson
may be conducted in Spanish such as oral dis-
cussion, writing, and vocabulary development.
Instructional materials for each Spanish class-
room include all the FCUSD curriculum in Eng-
lish for its respective grade level as well as
teacher-developed curriculum in Spanish and a
variety of computer software, books and me-
dia to engage students in learning Spanish.

QUESTIONS

Who may apply to this program?

The Spanish Program is a district program.
Any FCUSD student may apply to participate.

What is the application process?

Applications are available at every FCUSD ele-
mentary school office as well as the Education
Service Center, 1965 Birkmont Drive, Rancho
Cordova, 95742. Forms may also be down-
loaded online from the Folsom Hills website.
Applications must be turned in to your stu-
dent’s home school by February 1, 2023.

What if there are more applications than
available spaces?

In the event that there are more applicants
interested in this program than there are spac-
es, a random computerized drawing will be
conducted at the district office to select the
participants. The computerized drawing will
also create a prioritized waitlist of interested
applicants. District policies about non-
discrimination will be observed.

Can students from outside Folsom Cor-
dova District apply?

Yes, students may apply through the inter-
district agreement process. Out-of-district stu-
dents will be selected by random drawing for
student spaces not filled by district students.
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